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driven to answer precise questions, that he himself came first,
while Mary could have the remnant of his charity. His para-
mount thought was to maintain his crown and authority, even
to edge his mother out of the English succession; he denied
hotly having concluded an agreement to associate her with him-
self in the Scottish crown. Beguile her with contrary sentiments
he might,, but this was only out of fear lest the "Enterprise*
should be turned against him as well as Elizabeth. The govern-
ment of Scotland, at the moment, was in the hands of Anglophil
noblemen, entirely opposed to any association of Mary in the
crown. They feared that if granted her liberty, she would merely
commence intriguing in Scotland, and restart the old troubles
there. Nor - significantly enough - when this English faction
was overthrown, were their successors, from whom Mary ex-
pected favour, much different in their views, for she could be
as unmitigated a nuisance to them as to Elizabeth. In short,.
Scotland did not want her.

Elizabeth had got as far as defining the terms of the treaty
with Mary and had ascertained the views of James and his chief
advisers when the English faction in Scotland fell from power.
Naturally she held up the treaty to watch how Scottish policy
developed. Mary was upset. In her impetuous way she declared
that it merely confirmed the mistrust that she had felt all along*
This was in August 1583. Before the negotiations could be re-
sumed, with epic fatality another plot - the Throckmorton Plot
- had come to light. The time was fast approaching when the
fearful wrath of a nation would intervene and cut this Gordian
knot.                                    #

In May 15 82, a messenger sent by the Spanish ambassador to
Scotland, disguised as a dentist, had been stopped near the
Border. He had managed to bribe his guards and escape with
his baggage, but, as luck had it, left behind a looking-glass,,
hidden in the back of which were found letters that revealed the
existence of the 'Enterprise \ Walsingham set himself to get to
the bottom of it. He intercepted letters from the French am-
bassador to a French agent in Scotland, opening and closing